Padma Shri

SHRI NARAYANANE. P.

Shri Narayanan E. P., is a versatile personality in the field of Theyyam ritual
art form.

2. Born on 13" October, 1956 in Kannur District, Kerala, in a family where
members perform Theyyam, a traditional folklore art form in north Kerala, Shri
Narayana started his Theyyam sadhana at the age of 4. He learned the basic lessons
of Theyyam in his childhood from his father. Later, he also learned about Theyyam
from two other masters. He was forced to discontinue his school studies in High
School due to his passion in learning Theyyam.

3. Shri Narayanan mastered the required skills at a very young age and mentors
the progenitors of the art of Theyyam performance. He has been performing the same
Theyyam for the past 15 years effortlessly. He also performed other Theyyams like
Kathivannur Veeran, that require expertise in martial arts like Kalari and the
performance that would last for 18 hours after an hour of Kalarippayattu and the ritual
dance, more than 300 times as of today. The Puthiva Bagavathy Theyyam, which starts
ataround 5 AM, with Thottam paattu (Theyyam folk songthatis usually sungin order
to invoke the respective Moorthy) and a dance that involves lighting up of fire around
the body of the Theyyam form, has been performed by him over a period of 13 to 14
hours at a stretch. For the past 40 years, he has performed more than 400 of it.

4. The other Theyyam that follows performance duration of more than 15 hours
is Muchilott Bhagavathy and he has been donning the same for the past 35 years
and above. At Keezhattoor Vechyott kaavu (temple) he performed Bali Theyyam for
50 years without any sort of break.

S As a Theyyam Kanaladi (the dedicated performing artist) Shri Narayanan has
been encouraging the next generation to pursue the ritual art form of Theyyam. He also
teaches Thottam Paattu to his disciples. He prepares the ornaments and the required
decorations for adding the charm to the performance. As a matter of fact, he has
mastered the skills required to create the same.

6. Shri Narayanan is a State level award winner and has attained a nationwide
recognition for his dedication, sincerity, attitude and enthusiasm.
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N AR §. 0., I9H URIRS Hell &5 & U IgHE! Al & |

2. 13 JACER, 1956 DI A ARRIVM BT STH B & bR [STcl & IF YRR H M ST&T |
HE IR DR Bl Yeb URURD ATehA 1 Tl AH DI G2+ BRd & | Sai 4 I DI 3G H Y1
I HTEAT Y D | 78I AIH B graral e qgue H v+ fUar & Al | 919 |, S &l
31 T[T A | AH BT T T-T Bl | 7 W & UfT 310 T & HROT 372 3T+ 8BTS el
@1 IGTS BIS TS |

3. &0 ARMIUA 7 9gd BH A1G H ATaeID Bl H HERA BN Bl 3R AT U2 Hell &
qdsil T ArTeeE wr fHar| 98 fUse 15 auf | I IH B Heol & IR W@ & | S
HRTR dRA S 3 IH W UK by, s folg dart SIfl AR o # faervsrar @t
3T Bl & | UE UGTH Udh B¢ HARIYIE 3IR MBI JI & 918 18 ©S dP deldl © 3IR
31TST A 300 ¥ A&k IR AT AT & | I §IRT YT arTaedl o=¥, ST oA 1gH UTg, (S el i
ST AR OR | AT HfT &7 TEar - & oIy T11 ST ) & A1 Gag T 5 Fof Y% Bl &,
3R T VAT T ST 21 SUTHR & TR & AR 3R 31T STl STl & BT T&eH SR 13 9
14 ©< T a1 SITaT ReT 2 | fUsel 40 auf # I8IH 400 9 1fde a2 fhu ¢ |

4. OgH YRASIC WIE! 15 6 A AfAD BI Faeie dfd arell 370 &= ¢ AR I8 [Usdl 35 9ul
H 3I® T 9§ 3 TR R IR 7 | PSR dAIe dig (\feR) § =W 50 auf & faeT foned
TAHTI B dTell A BT W& fHaT |

5. Ud 4H FHAdS! (FHUT UG HeAThR) & ©U # 31 ARV 3RTell Wl ®I O=gH &
URUR® HeAl T BT AT T & oIy UIAIRT B 32 & | I8 379+ =i &l ofigq urg +ff Rzard
2 | 98 UG BT 3R 3MHYD g & folY YT IR ATaqeIHh FSIIC TAR B © | I<Id H, I8
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6. A ARYUM U o WY JRIBR fAoidr & R I8+ 0+ qauvr, fsr, sifrsf ik
I8 & oy qeremdl ug=m g1iid &1 © |
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